The Hallmark of Quality:

Preventing the "Pixie
Ear" Deformity

When evaluating facelift results, the eyes of a layperson often go to the jawline
or the neck. However, the eyes of a plastic surgeon go immediately to the ears.
The earlobe is one of the most tell-tale signs of a facelift. A poorly executed
surgery can result in a condition known as a "Pixie Ear" deformity, where the
earlobe is pulled downward and attached directly to the cheek, losing its
natural hanging curve. This gives the ear a stretched, elongated, and unnatural
appearance that signals to the world that surgery has been performed.

For patients researching a facelift Oahu, it is critical to choose a surgeon who
prioritizes ear anatomy. The goal of a modern facelift is invisibility. You want
people to notice your fresh appearance, not your scars or distorted ears.
Preventing a Pixie Ear requires specific surgical techniques that relieve tension
on the skin closure. The earlobe should never be used as an anchor point for
lifting the face; it is a delicate structure that distorts easily under tension.

Why Pixie Ears Happen

The primary cause of a Pixie Ear is tension on the skin incision. In older or less
sophisticated facelift techniques, the surgeon might rely too heavily on pulling
the skin tight to achieve the lift. As the skin heals and settles, gravity and
tension pull the incision downward. Since the incision loops around the
earlobe, this downward pull drags the lobe with it. The lobe stretches and
eventually heals in a pulled-down position, merging with the jawline skin. It
creates a "stuck-on" look rather than a free-hanging lobe.

The Solution: Deep Plane Tension

The secret to a natural ear is to place the tension where it belongs: on the deep
muscle layer (SMAS), not the skin. In a quality facelift, the heavy lifting is done
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by tightening the underlying SMAS and securing it to solid structures in the
face. Once the deep layer is secure, the skin is simply redraped gently over the
new contour. There should be absolutely no tension on the skin incision
around the ear. The surgeon should be able to trim the excess skin and suture
it loosely. This ensures that as the face heals, there is no force pulling on the
earlobe, preserving its natural shape.

Incision Placement is Key

Precisely placing the incision is also vital. The cut should follow the natural
curve of the ear, tucking inside the tragus (the cartilage bump) and curving
naturally around the lobe. If the incision is made too straight or too low, it
disrupts the anatomy. We take meticulous care to trace the exact border of the
ear. This camouflage technique ensures that once the scar fades, it is virtually
imperceptible, even when wearing short hair or a ponytail.

Correcting an Existing Pixie Ear

For patients who have had a previous facelift elsewhere and are suffering from
a Pixie Ear, revision surgery is possible. This involves excising the old scar,
releasing the tension on the lobe, and often performing a small secondary lift
to support the surrounding tissue. We then reshape the lobe to restore its
rounded, youthful curve. It is a delicate repair, but one that significantly
improves the naturalness of the patient's appearance.

Conclusion

A beautiful facelift is defined by the details. By respecting the anatomy of the
ear and ensuring tension-free skin closure, we can deliver dramatic
rejuvenation results that leave no trace of the intervention, allowing you to
wear your hair up with total confidence.

Call to Action

If you are concerned about natural-looking results or need to correct a previous
surgery, contact us to discuss our advanced facelift techniques.

Visit: https://hawaiifacialplasticsurgery.com/
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